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The Capitol Experience in Washington, " D, C, . ° . \ 



The purpose(s) of this unit are as follows i 

1. , Thrpugh reading a^nd answering questions, trace the history 
■ '1 of the U.S. Capitol from 1800 to present. ^ 

2* j Through readi;ig printed materials , photographs .and slides. 
Identify and be able to ^recall the basic elements of 
Classical architectural style represented on the U.S- 

, ^ Capitol, ' . " 

' 3. Supply information learned from above to/the ideas presented 
in Tom Lowderbaugh's article, "How Public ^Buildings Stand on 
Ceremony , "^'"^anrf to be able to describe ^ in writing, what the 
U.S. Capitol is "saying," 

* The U.S. Capitol was chosen as the building to study because it makes a 
ve.ry strong statement to all who see It. The building is recogniEed' around 
the world, not only as a fine Example of Federal and Classical architectures 
but also the U.S. Capitol is a symbol of the Government of a democratic 
society in the free world. Leaders meeting within its walls make decisions 
which affect all parts of the world. 

The Capitol was chosen also because Arlingto-n, Virginia and .Washington , 
D.C. are minutes apart by public or private transportation, making a field 
trip possible. Students need to be able to see the building they are studyinl, 
get close enough to touch it, and even take photographs of it. On the way 
home, you can- extend the learning activity, at*least in D.C., by having them 
identify the ej^tnents of style: they just sawV^pn the Capitol and on other 
public and government buildings. 

Any other public building could be used, perhaps your state capitol, 
court house or public library^ Please keep in mind that the field trip is 
necessary; choose accordingly. The architectural style of the building and 
elements specifically belonging to it can be determined by reading the books 
in phe bibliograp'hy . A local historical society might have a pamp*hlet de- 
scribing the history of the building. Public records mayw have Information 3uch 
.as cost/ architect, Btc,' Perhaps a local citizen coul* recall tfte actual 
building process if he/she were there. ^ ^ ' " ^ 



* Art . to ZOO, News for Schools from the Smithsonian Institution, Decs 1981, *pp. 2-3 
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Lesson #1 



The Capitol EKparlencie la Wa^hin^toni 'D * C\ 



Goal: 



To have students think about buildings and begin intensive 
study of the U.S. Capitol. 



Objectdve'p ; . 1. Students will determine the definition of the word 
' "building." ^ ^ - 

2, Students will identify .various klndS of buildings* 
* 3, Students will draw, evaluate ^ describe and relate 

to buildings that are familiar to them, 
• 4. Test their knowledge of a specific building — the 

U.S. Capitol. 



Materials I Class set of The Capitol > a Pictorial History of the Capitol 

for eacK student 
Your descriptive paragraph of U.S. Capitol 
Example of a timeline . 
Pre- test on Capitol y 
Answers to Pre-tast /' 



Teacher 



Student 



Either through jrri ting "the definition 
or asking for answers frpm class, the 
word building is defined and written on 
board. 

What kinds of buildings are there? 
Teachar writes answers given on the 
board, ^ 



Students acknowledge and write 
or give suggestions and write 
tha definition in their note-- 
books . 



idents answer ^ houses, 
churches p schools* aparttnants, 
storaSs factories* MacDonalds^ 
office buildings thay r^y 
also answer ^ square, roLiid, 
tails rectangular. 



Ask students in class to think about 
the houses and buildings^ in their 
naighborhood or Arlington* Pick one 
which has made an impression on them 
and sketch it on a place of notabook 
paper, " . ^ = 

As students cqmplete drawings , ask 
5*10 of them to tape •^their drawings 
on the blackboard. 

Ask class mmberf if they can identify 
the buildings that jhave been drawn and 
write names of building under drawings. 
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Thinks then sketch drawing, 
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s 



Students tape up sketches. 



Students reply with names of 
buildings drawn by classfflatfif. 



* Ask studants to ^11 why these buildings 
were chosen. Ask abQut 5-8 people, 
writing reasons on blackbpa^ds until 
you gat 3-5 different answers* 

Ask for oral description of one of 
these mentioned buildings without 
naming the building. ' 
Ask for identification. 

; Teacher a^sks s ''Could the^^s-Miption be 
batter given and understood if we all 
knew "some architectural terms?" Can 
wa agree that some buildings leave an 
Impression on us?" : 

y ' ' 

/Drawing from your own eKperlence ^ write , 
a list of 5 buildings in the U.S . which 
you feel would leave an Impression and 
everyone should be able to recognize by 
sight or description^ Write your list 
in your notebook* . (Make a list yourself ^ 
to read later) . 

Note to Teacher; The list of buildings 
could depend upon which part of the U.S. 
you reside in and where your students 
have traveled. The U.S. Capitol will 
most likely appear on someone's list; if 
not, make sure it Is on your , list when 
you read it to the class. 

Aak 5—8 students for the names, of buildings 
frota their list. These are listed on the 
board. Place a checkmark next to those that 
are repeated on dl£ferent lists. Then circle 
3— 4*of those which were most frequently 
mentioned . 

Ask students to give reason why these 
buildings were selected. 

Now, have students write a descriptive 
paragraph about one of the buildings 
circled on board without mentioning 
the building in the paragraph (3^4 minutes). 

Ask ,3—5 volunteers to read their para^ 
graphs* Some students will identify 
the building being described imnediately. 
Other buildings may not be tdentlfled. 
Some students will use architectural 
terma they know to describe ^the building. 
Hopefully 5 someone will, write a de= ^ 
scrlption of the U.S. Capitol, and it . 
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Another student identifies 
building* ' , 



Students answer. 



Students list* ^ 
List could Include Monticello , 
White House 5 EiQpire State 
Building, Aatfo Domss Washings ton 
Monujndnts Mt, Vernon, World — ^ 
Trade Buildinp, Independeiice 
Hail, Arlington House J Lino ol" 
and Jef f er^Qii Heniorial i Alamo , 
Dulles Airportj Sears Buildln^^ 
in Chicago^ U.S. Capitol, 
Smiths oniafl Inst^ 



Students replyi Answers will 
vary. 



StudenGs answr* 



Students wtita descriptive 
paragraph. 



Sti^denta read piragraphs and 
classmates try to identify 
bulldlnge.^ 
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Teacher 



I Student 



will be Idahtlfied. /If not, Tead the 
following and ask for identification 
of the building. Teacher reads ^ 
*-The magnif leant %>?estern facade is 
approached from the city by terraces and 
steps of bolder proporcions than I ever 
before saw. The elegant eastern front , 
to which many persons give the preference, 
is on a level with a newly--planted , but 
exceedingly handsome enclosure, which in 
a few years will offer the shade of all 
the most splendid trees which flourish 
in t^he Union..." 

(Stated by Mrs. Frances Trollope, English 
Visitor, 1830*s). 

Now, tell them that you have chosen ,the 
U.S. Capitol as a building you feel is 
important for them to recognize, know 
something about its history and be able 
*: to describe its features In a way that 
will make people stop and listen because 
they will , know the correct words to use. 

Distribute the short pre-te^t on the U.S. 
Capitol. Give 5-8 minutes to complete. 
Teacher collects papers - saves for later 
date - asks if thfere are any questions 
which they couldn't answer. 

Then describe the rest of the unit to 
them, i.e.. Gaining Knowledge on 
History of U.S. Capitol, learning the 
elements of style of classical archi- 
tecture through vocabulary sheet, slides 
and a field trip to Capitol. Experiencing 
reading a building because you are actually 
standing next to it and getting feelings 
and Ide^s about what the building really is. 

Pass out book on The Capitol and hdinewui k 
assignment. Remind how to do . t ime 1 In e . 



Students reply wtth answer Eo^ 
quote (U.S. Capitol). 



Students listen. 



Students answer test questions. 



Students ask - anawers will bi 
learned shortly! 

Students listen* , 



Homework Assignment - Read pp. 6^14; then 
make a timeline illustrating 10 important 
facts/dates . 
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TOE C^ITOL EffERIENCE IN WASHINGTON* D.C. 

Use on Lesson #1 

Pre-Qulz Capitol How much I do. know I 

1, When was the U.S. Capitol bqllt? 

2, Who was the architect? " ^ 
3*. Where is the CapitQl? Addreas/location^ 

' 4* v^hat Is the outside building material? 

5. Why was the U,S, Capitol built? 

6. The Capitol cdmpares in size t o ^football fields? 

-------- — 

7. How much did the Capitol coat to build? 

Sp Does the Capitol have a basement? An attic? 

9. Draw the basic shape of the Capitol if you were standing 
in the east parking lot. looking at Capitol, 

10* What is the architectural style or design of the U*S, Capitol? 

11/ ^ The Capitol reminds me of ^ 



Write your answers to the above with the best of your knowledga/abillty , 
Try to rem^ber the last time you were at the Capitol — when was it? 



12, P.S, Wha^ else I know about the Capitol; you didn't aski 



b. 
c . 

d. 
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Answ ers to Pre-Test Lesson #1 



1. It -was started in 1793 and has had additions built since that time. 
The lacest architectural change to the Capitol, was completed in 1960 
when ^ the east eKtension was finished, . ' ^ * . 

2. There is no one architect. Over the .years many people have had a hand." 
at. the design, .Some bf them were #rchitec'ts ^ some Were not*" Tho^ntoni 
Latrole, Bulfinth , .Walter ^ Clark, Wood's, Lynn, Stewart and White are 

, ttie men who have been appointed the Architect of tge Capitol by various 
President's, of the U-S, Currently, George ^ Mi l^hite is Architect of the 
Capitdfl, 'appointed by. Nixon ;in 1?71 * ' , J 

3. The Capitol is located in Washington p D^C. on a site that extends 
from Constitution to Independence Avenues and 1st Street. . ^ ^ 

4. Th^ outside building material is sandstone -.much of it from Aquia, Va/,' 
and marble from Massachusetts and Maryland, ^ ^ , ^ 

5. The Capitol was ^ullt as a meeting place for the Legislative branch of 
the U\S, Governments and for the Supreme Court* Today, just the 
Legislative branch meets here to decide the laws of U.S. 

6\ The Capitol compares in length to two football fierds placed end to enl, 
and about one fx^otball field wide. , . 

7. Total cost is unknown* However, by 1830 approximately two million. 
8-- The Capitol has a basement and an attic ^ 

9. The basic shape is rectangular with 2 wings perpendicular to the main 
at the ends. There is a' dome on top qf the center section^ 

10. The Capitol reflects a Classical style with Federal overtones and ^ 
Pallodium influence. - . = . 

■11. Answers will vary. Greece temple^ Louvre Church . 
12* Answers will vary. ^ ^ . * ■ 
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Lei soft #1 '^* Homg^rk ^A5slgIu^At " = 



Read^^then Write r ■ .' ' - ^ . . . ^ , \ . ^ — ^ \ * f 

Illustrate 10 l^ortani fkcts/aatM^. ±n the life of U.sV Cap±*oi on a 
tama l lna fE.D^ri792-'1850> ^ Be ab^e tcx support, your thoicas with avidance 
^roia what you r¥adt\ ; : \ ' m ] ■ ' ^ - 



13 



ERIC 



;^SAMPI;g Tlmellna-O.S. Caplte^li 1792-1850: 



1792 



1800 



IMO 



1820--^ 



1830 



1840 



1850 



y T hornton wins $500,00 to design^U*8: Cripitol 
1793=Washingtqn lays Cornarstone ' 



Congrass in one wing of feha building 



1814-Capitol L Whita House burnt by British 
during attacjc on Washington in 1814 



ISZg-Bulfinch seas Capitol complete as dasignad - 



l835^Viaitpr to D.Q* awad by grandaur of Gapitol 



1844=TalpgrapK damonstratad in House 
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Lasapn #2 



The CapltoT Exparlence In Washington, D.C . 



'Ha^e sfudents" le^rn about ^the*hiatory ,of tHg U, S , 



Objective; . To gain more kno^lendge about the "his tory and architectural 
growth of the^ IJ*S. Gapitol from 1850 - present thirough 
reading and answering questions from The Capitol ^ Architects - 
pf ^ the Capitols through use of primary soiirce material ftom 
Architect rff the Capitol office^ cppieij of Congreaaional 
proceedinga, letters^ ahd phoyja* 

1 ^ " ' ■ 

Mater iala g Question sheet on history of Capitol from 1850 present. 
^ ^ Use with The Capitol and "Archltecta" pamphlet , 

Large copy of queations most misaed on pre-teat to hang 
, on bulletin board , ^ 

Prints of the ^papitol in early building atagea. Con- 
gi'eaaional Recorda^-^ building recdrda^ lettera from 
architect to Qongreaas^ fact sheets from Architect * s 
^ , ^ office on bulletin board . 

. ^ Homejjork aasignmen't ^ questions and pamphlet on (ArchC=-' 

tecture of the United States Capitol" ] ^ 
Booklet, The JDapitol s 4^ pictorial history,*. 



Teacher 

Collect and go over homework time— 
lines I compare and evaluate importance^ 
of information stated on a selected 
number of timelinea, _ ^ 

\ ■ " ^ . ■ ' ' j0 

Studenta have rest of period to use 
bulletin board and hooklet to an'swer 
questions on study sheet and find 
answers to yesterday's pre=test. 

If time permits, go. over answers .,to the 
questions ^ if not, save until tomorrow. 

Hand out homework assignment — questions 
taken from pamphlet , "The Architecture 
of the United, States Capitol*" " . 



Student 



Students reply. 



Students wdrk quietly 



Students answer. 



Students take home anc 
complete. 



Quesclqna His Cory _p_f ^tR^e" U^. S / Capitol (use bulletin boards .Architect 'a 
* pamphlet and bgok^^" The_ Capitol for your answers^ ' . ' 

IV . Describe' the architectural' eh^nges that 'wearer made on the Up S^ .Capitol 

from- 1850-1900, ' wfto vwas\th#.' architect -.In charge?. ^ ^tftiy. we^e . these : , ; 
changaa neciesaary? ^ *^ •/ ■ . \ , ^ ^ \' : ° ' ' ^ 

Answer I The building was enlarged by adding two wtogs which /were ^^'de— " 
= signed by Thomas U,- Walter of Philafielpliias. ^ The wings for . 

* the House and Senate were necessary because Cbngress had ouC^ 
grown the apace in the. original building* * 

' The ana iLB^if inch dome was replaced by a much larger one ^ 

/more in scali .to the^rest of the building. The doine was 
atyled itfter the domea of Sts F^ar and St, Paul Cathedrals 

- . in Rome and-^London, reapectively A ^ 

. ■ ' - ^Tlie— statue of "Freedom" by Thomas Crawford was placed- on tbp 

\ .of the dome In 1863 something representative to "top off ^ 
" the dome, \ . , * 

" Inside — 'becauae the Houae _fta^ a new chamber,^ their old chamber 
was turned into Statuary Hall* A room where you can view 
atatures* from each s^ate of persons who they decided should . 

- be remembered in atone there for all to see. 

' Inside - much decorative art work waa completed by C^stantino 
Brumidlj i most talented paintejr. The Inalde of the dome also 
* boasts some of hia work, ' ' 

By 1865, plurfbing, heating and forced veritllation were Intro-- 
duced* First elevator operated in 1874* By 1831 - building 
' - fireproof ed better., ■ v . 

- 1900 — the Capitol was wired for electrlciiyi Capitol lost 
some fireplaces for fear of explosion - too much sewer gas in 
3 building. 



The acreage around the Capltdl was inc^ased and the -lawns 
^N^, 'planted with trfees and shrubs," Terraces* , * 

V ^ Re-cona true ted and repaired Old Supreme Coutt Section - fire/eK= 

\\w \ plosion in Section in 1898. \ ; , 

Wood -- arch subway^p more mpderlEing CapitQl • heating , la^gh ting 
ventilation, ' 

' Lynn - faapitol grounds, " " 

\ ' ■ :* 

^ J* George Stewart Prayer Room for Congteasme^--extended East - 
^Central Front Section-re-habilitated the Dome more/better 
. lifting inside and outside ^ plans for West Central front* 
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Gaorge Malcolm Whjrte - current .^^c 
= - modified passageways, jhandicapped ramps. ' ,^ iv ^ - 

From 1860=^5 5 what e^nges other than Jrchttectaral coiild be seeri_aT:^'the 

^s^r i *^^dld i a r s on th a "gr^^^^ tis*ed a& ho s p it al^ br e ad t aked ^in ^ 

basmacLt, storeroom for military supplies*i^ , r - \ - \ ^. 

Page ^17: What did Lincoln-^mean by this statement "If the pepple sea 
the wrk of the Capitol going pii, ^t is a sign that %e intend the Union 
should go on." . ' ^ ^ ' 

- • ■ ' ^ _ _ - ■ ~ A 

Answeri Will vary - the sign in D,C* i^ that the Union Is still a itolon 

-^'^ ' / V ■ \ , r : - / ~ ~. T / - 
Using pp. 2Q— 33 or 42—48 as your -visual avidanc^, make suggestions as to 
how parts of the Capitol could ^be used to teach U*S. History* 

Answer: Page 22 ^' large pointings in Rotunda show events from 
.toericaii history, ^ 

^ Page 23 ^ l^ortant politicians from the House could fee 

spoken about as you gazed at his portrait in the Speakfrs' 
lobby. '". 

Page 22 importance rellgioh holds in aarly beginning of our 
C7 country ^s history m and its imp or tahce today to members of 
Congress* ^ \ ^ ' " 

Page 30 the frieze on the wall behind the bar in the Old 
^ ^^.Supreme Gou^t Ghambar indicates a former use of the room ^ 
' ' as^lalti how roleiOf-the Courts in "^ur system of checks. arid - 

balances . " . 

Page 31 ^ engraving s shot^ dress^ of years gone by ^ prove 
^ interest in procading at Gapitol - nmarous spectators in the" - 

gallei^* Explain the word compromise and its use in our 
- government p and tell the ptory of the Great Gos^roiriser him- 
self — Henry Clay* , . 

Page 42 aac^^le of .Banj. Latrobe's "^ericaxL Capitol corn 
cobs = tall the agricultural l^ortance of corn .to early c- 
settlers and today* 

Page 43 ^ more paint ing^whlch show early history make up 
' -the proper story -for ea^y* . ^ ^ .._ . 

* • Pages 44 i 45 ^ Show art work coB^leted by Brmidi, an Italian 
Immigrant who '^^ uo ^ithrolled with his adopted comtry that 
he couldn-t do enough. He spent his remaining years painting 
the interior ,of the Gapitol with American, wildlifes inventions, 
portraits. =^ 

1 ■ ■ " ■ . - - - ■ = " * 

Pages 46 > 47 = paintings of Important dates in toer lean History 
you could tell about the events t#lk about the people* — 



^ Page 48 G^itol^dobrs'^hpir the life oi; Christopher €olim^^.« " - 

: 5, *^ Extrb^ Credit - read ioma mora an^ wcita abtfii,t Cohsfc^ntlno Brumldi, : .Why . . ^ 
-^id ha give so mueh hts adoptmd CQLUitry? ■ . ^ ■ ; ^ 

; 6.\ The "L^givers'V-" pps.' 52-55 - frcnn your knowledga^vftf,- .^E^rie^n JtoM^ ' 

• . and Word History - list .5 of thasa lawgivaM and talltw^^ they=i""^ 

iri mora important "tg our deaocritte ideals tlin^ the o^hdr^^v W^^ " /== - 

the Housa of Reprastotatl^as maim rtaponsibility £ v t^^^Tv ;v \ s - . . 

- Answar: * Will ffiffar on 1st ^^ke/^awe^^ on 'second., -^.-^-^-^y^v^ 

Thas a questions'- to be answered ^in class- . - , '1::^%% ^ - ^ 



Aftar these SM^Iks^l^te - see if 'the^^ ^n mnd answers to those question on the 
pM--test which war a unknown* to ^ny peopla.- Check builetln board, _Students 
^hedk ^oard for answers. - ^ ' . s:: ^ 
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\of the Uriitad vScates Capitol-' -and keap them in 'y pur notabook* . . ^ 

, 1,- tfhere j^dld 'tRa idea: for the' style of the architecture f or = the . U. S 

: ^ Ca^tQl originate? ' . Why 'was this .style adp^tag? , ^ . . . . :^ 

2* Name ]f our (4) vman who were conneG ted witfi Che architectural^^^^e^ 

i.velopmant of the U.S* Capitoli Tell what each contributed to the 
^ buildings - \ ^ . / . . * 

••- ^ ' '■' :\ . ■ : ■ - ^- :-. ■ ^ ^ ■ • ■■■ - ^ : 

3, From the pamphlet, make a list of twelve, (12) words which obviously 
deal with architecture^^ \ ^ 

4* Name two (2) other buildings which seemed to have had an.^ffect^ ' 
tPn-the architecture of the U*S* Capitol, 

5* Who is responsible £,or the informati^ 'in this pamphlet? — 



.^e ans 



Tom s iale answers 



1* The var chit ec tyre of the VvS^ Capitol . is based on the Classical style which 
was aEfec ting architecture in Western Europe and arso-^erica* The ^ 
Classical sty ]^-^^&s appropriate since our government . is based on 
principies of . Roman^Republic Classical periods and study of ancient 
Greece and Rome^ ^ r ■ ; ^ . : 

2* Dr. Thornton - original dfsigner of U;^S* Capitzol. Benj . Latrobe.mnd 
Charles B ul finch gave guidknc^ in "a style that today is known as 
architecture of^tlie Federal period/ .Thoifas U^ Walter - House and^S#nate 
wings and connecting corridors ^ / ^ . ^ ^ 

3* Words are: central rotundaj columns, Capitols^ pilasterSj bases entaglaturej 
Palladian Concept, Corinthian order , pediments facade,' porticos, 
stonework, balaistrade* * .\ .. ' ^ . . ■ i 

4* ' The Louvre, ..Versailles 5 . par ts ''of Hampton Court, and the dome of St * Paul 
all xTifluenced the design-of the U.S* Capitol* » ■ 

5. The Art and Reference divid'lon of the Architect of the Capltdl is re- ^ . 
sponsible for the pamphlet* - = . ■ ■.■ m 
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Washington, D;C 20515 , 

TliE^ARdllTECtURE OFC THE 
UNITED STATES. GAPITOL 



^The archit^ture of the United States Capitol is based on tjia clasaicaJL 
tradition wnich affected the evolution of Westeyn European architecture, 
as iate as the first half of^^ the IPth Century.. In some directions, this 

.Renaissance represents a reaction against other styles and in all, 
d i r e c tl on s i "It wa s p romo t e d by a s t ud y of an tl qui ties an d by the di s - ' 
covery .of the distinctions between Greek and Roman art. ' - 

■ ' - ^-^'^ - — '/ ' / • ' 'V-'^ ' ^ " 

At;the close of the Revolution, the United States was in immediate need 
V of Government 'buildings. That they should have been designed in the 
Classical style follows n^^rally from the wide acceptance; of European * 
architectural trends in America, and in view of the opinion- then current 
.among t^ie Nation -s founders that the;new Government of the^United States 
was based on the principals of the Republic of Rome. Eurbftfe Was 
enjoying a * definite trend toward siinpllcity in art, and this Influence 
in. design provided direct inspiration to architects ln^=^Ler|^at 

The original design by Dr. jyilliam: Tferntpns a physd cian -And = seif-tau 
architect ,^ attest s to his knowledgp of architectural hi storey ^ahd the 
architecture of his oxm period gain^dVfrom :wide triavel, study and 
observation. The Thornton deaigm^^^ Pal ladian concept, with a 

central rotunda and a dome reTTiiftlsccht- of the Pantheon in Romfe. ^For his 
design^ Thornton, chose the Corinthian order foT columns and capital^j ^ 
. pilasters y bases and ejitablatur^^ Subi?6quent modi fi cations by Benjamin, 
^ Henry Latrobe and Charles Bulfinch give tfie architectiire a unique 
quality and reflect the beginnings _pf what dame to be known in America 
as the architecture , of theFfderal Period^ and which is directly related 
to the styles of the Directolre and the Empire* - ■ . 

During the middle of the 19th Cehturyi the present Senate and House 
Wings and connecting, corridors, were designed^ find built under the direc- 
tion of Thomas U. Walter* Also, the original low wood and copper dome, 
which had been modified by 'Bulfinch was Replaced by a much higher 
Walter design executed in cast iron to simulat^e the stone doMes df thei 
Renaissance^ Its double shell construction is reminiscent "of the first 
such^applicatlon of that building principle, Santa Maria del Fiori an 
Florence* Walter continued the precodeht of using the^ Corinthian order 




'e^ablished in itHa priginM buil^rig, wd^^^^ #aeh of t^e earliap arqhi- \ 
teqttf ■ had Slightly ratodif ied thte-At ail of tl^ ' o«der ^ so^ dl^ Walter^ with 
the resurt tfi^ tha biiii^ng con^iss feuT variations' of- tfiC Cdtinthian. 

The fafa^a of the qrlgifial portion presCTti a severely fprsial appll^ 
eatlon ©f pilasters, coIuotis^ entablature artd p.^dlment* Walter's ^ . 
desipjs .for the wihgs>iLnd the done^ on the other hand^ are Qharacteriied 
a nmltlpli cation and elaboration of features/' v , . 

Thff^weral rordonn^oe qrasists^ grosmdQ story of rustioated stone- " 

wDrk^uperiinposed by a" two-sto^^Qias*sieal treatment of th# Corinthian - 
order An the f oro^ of c^liOTis on the porticos md pilasters on tjfa main 
ei^ti^n walls j all capped by- an erttablature, 9 balustrade or pediment. 
The entire composition i& crovmed by the do^e^vwith a peristyJS of 
eoliums also of^the Corinthian order, whii^ has beaome the symbol of the 
elty «id the nation* ^ The -greatest features are the splendid r^ges of 
porticos of freestanding cplmns which adorn all the fronts j especially 
the eaitefn rand the ma^iifi cent flights of steps that lead up to them. 

There are few buildings erected in modem times which possess to a 
greater extent than the Capitol* appropriateness of puipose combined 
with the dignity necessa^o^ for the center of Goverment. 

The Capitol, as it stands today. Is clear evidence ^of the early archi- 
tects familiarity with earlier monuments in architecture," Significant 
would be the Campidogllo and palaces of Rome, the vlllas/of ^Florence, 
Verona and ^icen^a, the east facade of the Louvre, the Invalides and 
the Chamber of Deputies In. Paris* Versailles and portions of H^pton 
Court, the domes of Sant^ Maria del Fiori, St. Isaac's, St* Paiil^* ftnd 
the Banqueting Hal L at Whitehall all of which, no doubt, influenced 
the design of the Capitol* 
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ARCHITECtB Of THE CAPITOL 



WILLIAM THORNTON . ' 

Born. May 2p, 17S9, 3o%% van Byke, ^W©st Indies 
Died March ^8, 1828,' Washington^ ,D,C^ 
Appointad By Prasident George Washington, 1793 
Resigned Septerabar 12/ 1794 , ' 




Early schooling in Lancashire, England, Spent 3 years at Uniyersity of Edin- 
burgh studying medicine,. Graduated in 17S4 with M,D. from Aberdeen Univer- 
sity* . Co-e^perirathted with Jph^ Fitch in designing a steamboat* Self*- taught 
architect and portrait^ painter* 



Won the competition for designing the United States Capitol in 179S* As ^ 
Architect, supervised thje beginning construction of t^e original North or 
Senate wing* Appointed as pne of three District Commissioners, he continued 
supervising- construction of the Capitol* Superintendents during this period 
were Stephen Ilallet*, James Hoban mxd George Hadfield. 




- BENJWIN HRNRY LATROBE 
Bam. May 1, 1764, England ^ - ^ 

Died September 3, 1820, New Orleans, Louisiana , - 

Apprtnted by President Thomas Jefferson March 6j 1803 * resigned July 1, 1811 
Appointed by President James Mf^ison April 6, 181S - resigned November 20, 1817 

Classic education at Fulnecfc School, Yorkshire, England^ Entered college at 
Niesky arid tradition says he also studied 3 years at University of Leipsfig* ^ 
Studied engineering with John Smeaton and entered the office of S, P. Cock- 
erell, arcliitect. Fellow of the American Philosophical Societyi member of 
American Antiquarian ' Society and Philadelphia Academy of Arts r vice president 
of Society of Artists of the United Statesi honorary member of Academy. of Arts| 
roepber of Chemical Society of Philadelphia, . 



Constructed the original House wing and remodeled the Interior of the original, 
Senate wingi after the fire of 1814 he redesigned and constructed the Inte- 
riors of Koth wings, now Statuary Hall ajid the Old Senate Chamber* 




#2 . Architeots^f the CapitoL 




[BIB 



CIIARLOS B ULFINC H 

Born August 4763, Boston, Mass* 
/^Died^pril 15, 1844, Bps.ton, Mass . 

Appointed by President James Monrpe January B, 1 
tiffice abolished,^une 25, 1829 - : 

'---^ ^-/ \ ■ ■ ^' ■ ' ^ • ^ - • ^ ■ ■ . r ^ ^ 

. Ci^'ssic education at Latip Sdhobl apd graduated ^from/l^rv^jd in .1781 Studied^ 
architecture in nurope and devoted .himsel£~seriDuslJ7' to thjB study of architect 

. ture to .become New England »s .leacUng architect. M 
of Design* One of the first AmerlMn born archive 

Constructed the center section. and the original 1 
His design also extended the i^est Front from that 
planned the landscaping and the original earthep 




T of the National Academy 
of. distinction. 

wooden dome of the Capitol, 
lanned by Latrobe, He 
est .terraces. 



From 1829 to^ISSl there was no Architect of the tapitol because the office had 
been abolished. Necessary services were perfo^rmod by the Commissioner of Pub- 
J^ic. Buildings and Grounds until 1836 when the' Architect of Public Buildings, 
"Robert Mills, was put in charge df maintenance* He was never Architect of th# 
, Capitol, \ , ^ 



THOMAS USTIGH WALTER 



Born Sept, ^4, 
Died Oct, 30, 



1804, Philadelphi 
18S7, Philadelphi 




a. Bsc 

a. Pa. *-*.-..Jr-*--* 



Appointed by Pr^esident Millard Fillmore ilUne .11, 1^ 
^RWtgned May 26, 1865 ; v ■ ^ " :^ T 

'Apprenticed as a young boy to his fathe^ who was a bricklayer and mason. Strong 
education in mathematical studies, phys|cal Sciences , cultivation of the arts of 
drawing and painting, and practical knowi^dg0 o£ mechanical construction. Stu- 
dent of architecture and mechanical drawing in, the/of fice of William Strickland.^ 
Became a practicing architect in 1850. Sept to. Europe by the Building Committee 
of Girard College to study building improvements in general. One of the fdun* 
ders of the American Institute of ArchitDcts and its second president; member of 
Franklin Institute of Pennsylvania and American; Philosophical Society; honorary, 
M,A. from Madison University in New^rk^,[lM9 ; . Ph. P. from University of Lewis- 
burg, Pennsylvania in 1853; and LL.D\0om Harvard, 18S7* 

Won the competition Jfor the design to fxtead the wings of the Capitol and exe- - 
cuted this work; was arcliitect for the present highj iron dome; reconstructed 
interior of west center building to provide. for the Library of Congress after 
the fire of 1851. Made first studies for extending the^East and West Centrai 
fronts of the CapitoU 1 M * 

/ ■ ■'■■iii '^- ■ ■ ' ■ 
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#3 - ATChitects of the CapttO'l 



EUWARD CLARK _ ' • ' = - 

Born August IS, 1822, PhiradGlphia, Ponnsylvania ^ 

Died January 6, 1902, Washington, D.C, ; . - , 

Appointed by President Rndrew Johnson 1865 

©ied in office January 6, 1902 . '\ - 

. y \ , ' ' ' / ' ^ — . . 

studied .frMha:nd 4nd me chani^^ drawing under his^ architect father, James :^ V 
Qlarlc^ UtoG^ived special training in engineering from his uncle, Thomas Clark, 
^an Army engineer: Student of Thomas Walter, and imder him was made super-- 
itendpnt of construction on the Patent Office and Post Office in 1857 and 
isistant to Walter in adding the wings and dome to the Capitol / Fellow in 
rican Institute of Ar^chitects and well known in many screntific^ literary 
and musical societies, ^ . ■ - - ^ 

Oversaw £©mJl4tion of the porticoes of the new wings i reconstructed the Old 
Hall of Represpftc^ives for use as Statuary Hall* extended Capitol Grounds and 
built present granrta terraces; reconstructed and repaired Old Supreme Court 
section after explosioik^nd fire of 189S| replaced gas with electricity; re- 
constructed west centrar"^oors vacated by Library iof Congress when it moved 
to its present building in"^97; supervised installation of elevators, fii 
proofing, incandescent lights, modemi^ed heating and ventilating. 



ELLIO^rT WOODS ^ 

^ — • . — ■ ^ . - - - 

Born February 2, 1S6S near Manchester, England 
Died May 22, 1923, Spring Lake, Mew Jersey 

Appointed by President Theodore Roosevelt F^^ 19, 1902 

Died in office May 22, 1923 ' 

^ Educated in Indianapolis, Indiana, Associatei; with Architect »s office 17 years 
prior to his appointment as Architect. Also served as architect or associate 
architect in the erection of public buildings in Washington, D.C. Deeply inter- 
ested in scientific pursuits, he became known for his work in X ray and radio 
and telegraphy. Member of American Institute of Architects* 

Oversaw the erection of the first Mouse and Senate Office Buildings and subwaysj 
built the Capitol Power Plant; added Sth floor to Cannon Mouse Office Building; 
built *28 rooms in the space formerly occupied by the Library of Congress irr the 
Capitol i made significant changes in lighting, heating and ventilating. 
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»4 Architects of the Capitol 



D AVID LYNN 



■ t 



Bbrn Ndveihber IB75^ IVheellng, West Virginia 7 " ; ; - - • ^ - ^ - _ 1 \ 

Died May Washington, D.C, - r 

Appointed by Presidont^^^lvin Coolldg August 22, 19#3 / ^ " 

*etii*ed September 30;;19S4 ^ . , ^ 

\ ^ ^ . • . .: " ■ .■ ^ • •. -- ' ^ \= 

Educated in publia schools of Cumberland, Maryland and the AUegheny County.. . 
Academy,- Ihtored the Office of the. Xrchi^ect unrfey Edward Clark and Became 7th 
Architoct. of .the^ Capitol 21 years later upon the d^ath of e^liott Wpods, : Hon- 
orary memlier of American Institute oF Architects, 

.Responsible for construction of the Longworth Uousa Office Building; U.S, Sup- 
reme Court Building; Library of Congress Annex; First Street wing of the Old 
Senate Office Bulldingi built the Senate Garage and expanded the Capitol 
Grounds; added to the power plant; remodeled the Senate and House Chambers; 
constructed the Botanic Garden Conservatory; and began eonstructiondf the New 
Senate Office Building. % * 




. J. GEOKGU STEWART 

Born June 2, 1890, .Wilmington^ Delaware ; , 

Died May 24, 1970* Washington, D.C. 

Appointed by President Dwlght D, Hlsenhow.er October 1^ 19S4 
Died in office. May 24, 1970 ^ 

Early schooling in Wilmington; engineering degree from University of Delaware; 
licensed 'professional engineer State of Del^re; president of his own gener- 
al construction fimi; Representative in Con|reis, 1935-37; ^lerk of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Committee, U.S, Senate; ^glneer consultant to Lands Division, 
Department of Justice, and Corps of Engineers, Honorary member of American 
Instltute^of Architects, honorary fellowyAmerican Registered Architects. 

Continued tht work of his predecessor in construction of New Senate Office Build- 
ing and connecting subways; continued improvements and expansion of the ppwer 
plant; approved plans for Taft Memorial and bell tower; prepared the Prayer Room 
for Congressional use; extended Eastf Central Front of the Capitol and rehabili- 
tated the Dome; responsible for cons tructdon of RaybUrn House Of flee Building, 
connecting subway and the House underground garages; remodeled Cannon House 
Office Building and prdpared plans for full remodeling of Longwprth House Office 
Building; purchased additional properties for Qnlarglrig. Capitol Grounds on both 
Senate and House sides.; initiated improved interior .and exterior lighting of the 
Capitol; responsible for preliminary plans for the James Madison Memorial Library 
of ^gress Building and extension of the West Central Front of the Capitol, ^ 



=#5 • Architects of the Capitol 



GEORGE HALCQLf-t WHITf% ; * ' ^ . , . ^ 

Bocn Nbvombor 1920^ Clc^land, Ohlp ^ ' ' / . - 

!Appdinted by President Richard M. NiKon January, 27, 1971 !■ ■ 

^ r-^- "".^ i _ , ' .... . . • - " ■ ; ... 

Graduate of^HassachuseCts Institu^ta of Technplbgy with a B,5. and M*S. i\i 
Eleetriyal^Enginearing; M,B J.*D,. Case Wrfstarft Raserye; Registerad 

^ArchiMc:t in Ohto^ and^ 0 ftagisterad fenginaar in OhlOj 

-Hass^chusects^ arid Di^ di 'Bsr-of Ohio^ and bletrict 

of Columbia an(d. Che Supi^me " Cpurfc the UnlteA^^ . ^ 

National Council of Architectural Eeglstraf^n Bbards a"ni^ 
of .Eniginaerlng Examiners, V ' : V \' "^^j; 

A former alactronics design engineer r has praatleed as an archltadt and - : • 
consulting engineer since 1948 and as k tawyer stiica 1960; former member 
of the faculty at Case West^rri Rasarve Vi^n physijcs and architectuT^^^ 
executive officer of various busineas' organlg^ions of his own atithe tjine " 
of appointment* . • * ' ' ^ ' - ^ 

Fellow of American .Institute of .Architects land former Vice. Prasidentj board 
member and chalrm|^n pf yarl^ous coimlt'tees; member of National Panel of 
Arbitrators of the American Arbitration AlsQCtatipn; member of National ^ ^ 
Soeiety ,of ^Brof esslonal Engineers ; mambar of Amertcin. Bar Association;- and 
Gold Medalist Df.Architects Society of Ohio, * / . 

Ex-*officiOi a mambar. of the. Zoning Corm is slpn of the District^ of Columbia, _ ' 
^tha U.S. Capitol Police Board, ^nd a DirectDr of tha Pennsylvania Avenue ^ 
Deyaiopment Corporation*. Acting Director of the'U*S, Botanic Gardari, . _ 

Responsible for construction of the James Madison Memorial Library* of ^ 
Congress Building ;| restoraclon of Old Supreme Court #nd Old Sa^nate' Chamber w 
in the Capitol; design of the "e^tarision to the Dlrksan Office Building; 
expansion program for the "Capitol Power Plant ; sp*ace s tudie^s^*of Senate and 
House facilltias; master planning efforts for Capitol Hilli alteratiotis ^ 
to-iuildings on Capitol Hill to provide barrl^r^^f rae design f or- the i handl-- 
capped; modification of two passageways on House "side Q=f Capitol; revls'ioris 
to interior of Supreme Court building, . , e . 
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. , DATA RELATINC TO U. S. CAPITOL ■BUILDING 



ilgwll: %J A. u^UJU^ \JLJk > • • • • ■ m • • ■ m ■ m 


• 


: , 


4" _ 






, 350> 




^^Jo T &li r^'V Qt*st^ii^ f "R*!^ & ^ <TTTi Af^n\yff ^^^^ ri^ 














6" 


H^iffHt of Statue of Freedom- - - 








St-atus plscsd in* position* * • - - « g « 




... . Dee,^ 


2, 1863 


Weleht of Statue 




. - ; 14^985 lbs. 


Height fE'oin Rotunda floo^ to canopy. - • 




, ISO' 


3" ' 


NumbGir of s'tsps froin Psnnsylvsnia Avenue' 


walkj 






wes t pl^^s J t^o donis » . • ^ « , • - ■ « 




. , 464. 




WeiBHt " of doine . - ^ » _ . . . ^ - ^ 




. . 8,909,200 lbs. 


' Diarnetsif of Rotunda* 




, , . 95' " 




Axea of fXoQX"s of Capitol ^ovfif 14 ac^es^ 




, 627,2 


f34 sq. ft. 


Numb ar of rooms in Capitol . . , , ... 




, .% i45P'^ 




Cubic Contents • « • • • # * ^. . # * s • 




, , '19,613,550 


Cost of Capitol to 1958, , ... . , . . 




, $15,006,000 


Corner stone .of Gapitol laid * . * , . * . 


# m m m m ■- 


, Sapt, 


18, 1793 


Corner stone of ex tans ions *laid. , , , , 




^ , July 4, .1851 ^ 


t^ndbws in the Capitol ^ « . 


# , • , . 


. , 658" 




Doorways in. the Capitol. ........ 




, . 850 




Fire places in tha Capitol 




140 




Ventilating^ fans . . .... ... . . . . 




. . 15 




^^OtOrS . . . m m m m # . # . . . . # g # 


_ . s • » . 


. . 18 




S levators . ~. * . . . « . * • . . 




, , 11 




Sq, ft, of skylights formed of iron and glass, , . 


, , 14,518 


Area of Capitol ^ Gilding , , . , , , , . 




. . 16 % 


acres 


Central portion old Capitol eoronancad, , 




, . 1818 




Central portion old Capitol coinpleted, , 


, , 9 . . 


, . ^1829 




North wingj old bldg, , complate^. . . . 




, ,1800 




South wln^, old bldg. , coifiplet^p , , , , 




. 1811 




Capitol burned by British. . , . , , . 




, , Aug, 


24, 1814 ' 


Priesent House Chtober first occupiad *. , 




. . Dac. 


16, 1857 


Prasetit Senate Chambet -first occupied, , 


, « e c ~ . 


,^ g Jan • 


4, 1859 


Old Supreme Court Rdom oecupiad by Court 




: . i860 




Saating of House galleriea - . . , , , , 




. ,, 616 




Seating of Senata gariaries, , , , , . * 




. ^ 682 




Height of east plaza above Potomac river 




. . ,86 ' i 
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Original Capitol as compl&ted - ;Built o£ Aquia Creek (Va») sandstone^ pronured 

from quarries oviiied'by Govern i^l it ■ ^ ^ 
- , ^ in length' 

^ 229 » depth ^ ■ ; " 

= . . ' t2|433 J 844.13 - Cost, including gradiiig of grouhds, repairi, 

V- ' ^ . ' \ ' e-^, up to .^ear 1827, ^ / . \ 

Aro& coverecl by GrQunds ^^^-#8jS .aores| 10*33 acres of cement si(3ew£lks| 8,65 
. - - - ^ - acres as^alt driveways. . " ; 

/ije^ covered by Building - 3i- acresi floor areSj I4 acres | roomsj 3^j51S 

(at present) ^ . so. ft, sto-llghtsj 679 v/indo\vs| 550 door^'ays. 



Lenr^th of building ^ 751 '4" 



?/ldth of building ^ 350 • 



( in c * appro ach e s ) . 

Height of building ^^287^ 5#", ^&st front to top of Stat\fe of Freedom. 
Dome (iron) Weight, 8^909^200 lbs| diameter,. - 135 ' 5"'| lOS windows, . 
Stops to_ potte — 365 from Architect's Office 

Rotunha - 97* di&jneteri height, 150*5" (floor^to base of Itmtern) . 

Statue of TTeedom ^ - Bronse|^ vi-eight, 14^895 lbs. 

^; Modeled b^ Thomas Crawford — paid §3^000 for plaster mode 

\ ^ ' ^ ' Cost of bronze casting^ etc. ^ 420,796*62 

^ . . f23,796#82 entire cost , - ^- 

Erected ^ place DeCOTber 2, 1863- 

Housie _md Senate Yfjngs - Cornerstone for esrtensions laid on July 4? 1851 

(northeast corner of ^ House ?/Mg) 
Ebrtsrior marbl© ^ Quarries of Lee, Mass. 
Coltrame Quarries of "hockey sville, Md. ^ 
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- . . 27ie Grotmd^. ^ , ^ 1057 

you^nhnot lpi*g!nL the filling iip niitll thy next VLmri ami llius yon Irj.^e two year-'; and 
%\\{^n It^will tAfee two yiyiirH fur tho^groHntl to iH*ttle, You cmnnot Hlf it up nntll vpu 
have defineil nnd eistendtfil the, publk* gmundi. I feay there f? n #tfoni| jvnFon for 
takiiig lip thla hill now. It will ruf|\iiry Init a Rhort titnu for |t^ Cfiiwidi'r.Uion, and 
tbiin the private bilU' froni the Houia nf Hfprtiientativ^ «in toiiie jip In ortk*r. 



The ^natej as 5u Commitlee of th^ Wliol^ havhig uinlur tO idemiiQ the sundry 
civilhill for - ' - . ' ^ 

3rr, BaVabd, I have one iiiory amyiidniunt from the Coiniuittec'oii P^jlic Biilld- 
in*rs* It is to add ag now sections to the hill the folloMMiigi 



And U /uHHr enu&ttt^ That thf jiiililis yrsunds ^nritiHadiiif llip Cji]?hol -*hall IjO unlarpiM. 
(according 10 the yhxn npprovuil hy the Commiiie^ on Pnljlid BMJilhrg? rtf ilie S^iiiil^ iinil ilnn^'e of 
Ko|prc>H:'nlrttJve«, rt^r*«?tJ^'i'1yi wliirt .plan li htTcby dJroclud 10 1* drjKiiiKMl iii the x-uslddy yf'the 
SctTutiiry uf. thy Inferior*) QStyn?|yn byiwt-yii Firpt streoi c^n^t iHhI Fif^t f-!ri?el wi'^i* Ju llie ft»l|tnv- 
Inp infliiiiL^r- ^torthwiirdly to theHSQth isf north B #lriH.'t, aiiil ^nithiviirilly \h_ tha nortli siil^of 
?0i3th B stro^t^ fnulutllsgfin iifSfliiion to iniiuh uf the re^en-iiijiias. iivonyt^i lind Mft.^t.^ as arc 
tlev't^fi'^iiry foT ^ut?h fStenHiOiii Ihe two iHiUiirt-^ ilu^lgiiilii^d on tJii? pliin, of ihu ehy of Wii^liJayton ai 
Ko?^* ninl O^S, ro^iK't^tively. Bud to pravidi? more snfe sinl toHTunk'ni iii-pfinn^hc? frcim PtMjn.^ylva^ 
sJa nvonye intn Fii^t ^treut west and tioHh B Mreut, nnd frsni JlnryluiiS »¥i?nne int^ First Mfuel 
w'vHi ona ^outh B j-ifi'C'ij M riiych ground ^liall be tnkun fmm the ^iiiila^n^t tHifiiyripf ^quiiru No. -^75 
l>c eiit itfT by im iire of ft eireleof two hunilrtHl und thifiy fist'l mdhi!?, wliiyh shnll toneli JViin^ 
fyh'iii lift avenue at a iHiinl in the front of ^id ^ijunre one hundrw^ lint] ?H;VOjity-^i?vcn feet nml hjx 
inches w^twtird from the ^uthtast ongle tho retif^ nnd no xhut'h ^ntiind' ^h&IK)^ takun friim ihs 
aortliou^ corner <if MinarO Ko*-5ff» ns ^Hil be off by nn nf^'.of s rlri'le 01 Iwu h^ldred niid tliirty 
foot njdiu?, which ghiilL teut-h ^fon^land uvenne at a rsiini in the ft-inil of said ^qtJare oiiu hnndryd 
and ji^Teniy^seven fuet and inohtii weftwftrd frfjin the nDn^iutiit nii^le ther^f. 

Sec. he it/uHf^f ena^td. That for carri-ihg the preeeilin^ Hecilon InlO MfffcCt, and obiainisg 

the flilo^tti t^Ui'b prlviite prgperis- as may bo ncH'M^'^iry for the purj^j^, it ^hall be the duty sf the &^ 
relar>^ Of the Ijiterior to make spplieatiun to the t'!H*uit court for thi; Difilriet uf ColiiinhlUi which 
cenrt ii hereby nulhgrized niid reqriirodi npon FUyh nppJisition* to a|tj»oint fiTe dlsini^re^ied and 
impitrtiai coram i»ii oner?* freehdlders and residents? in iho pjiid DMrlct, to make a Jupt and equitable 
appraiseroent of t /ie eanh vaiuc of the geTonil lntL-fi^"t of each flnd<very owner of the real eilate and 
Isiprovcnierits therein n^t^sary to be taken for the public u^e. is accor'innce vviih the previfletig of 
iho preceding- »*fcct1oTi, Before any aetioi} tindur rueh apr^intttent, t'ath oftht ^id com pi i^i one 13 
ihall be ? worn or affin^ed by one of the judfci of ^id diitriet vourl, faithfully and imjiartlally to 
perforin hh duties, £aeh commissioner murt view the presli^ug of which thu Viilue ii to be apprnlsodj 
but a majoniy agreeinff may make the uppmlfemeiitof Valuei The Niid coinBi jffionerf, Or a uiujority 
of them, shall, within forty dnyi after tholr apf>oiijtment,make a reivrt iit writing' to th^ j-aid diitriet 
eoart^ nnder their handii d^cHbing the fuparate preiaisvi of which the value theroin n|*pitii?edi 
^vith guffli ient eertaiiity for ^e puiyofe of idcntiix, and fpfcifying the eaj^h vahieas Hiiprui!'ed by 
them of the interertof each 0"^™^ In the premi^ei^po dts^eribed, which rej^rt ihall Ije fih'd niid 
remain of record In the said court* The appraiicnsest made as Rf«>rosflid shall be final and c unci wive* 

Sep, Atid lie itjitrijier rnsrifd,!That the fee-s|mp1e Ofvall prraji^i ?o appropriated for public uit, 
of whSch an appraiH^meiit ihall havo bet^n made in the re|^rt ol the cOinmiMoneri to_bo filed as 
alore^id, hhall, upon jiayment to the owner or owiiers rt^jsctlvyly of the-appmiie*! value, or In 
eajje the Niid owner or_^owneri refii^ of lieglut'i fiir fifteen days after the filing of the rejicirt to 
demand the ^me from the Secretary of the Interior, upon depcsliing the said appmi^d value la 
the Mid district court to the ert^dit of such owner or owners respect ivelVi shall be vest^ in tlie 
Ignited Stntei* And the Secretary of the Intifrior \% heraby authorized and required to pay to the 
ievejral o^mer or oMTicri respectively the appraiM'd value of the seveml pfcmiiespas fij^clfied in thf 
report of said commi^ionefij or pay Into court by depo?iti as hereihbefofe prevldedi the 
appraised Vfllues, sTid t he fum *Seee«^rj' for -sueh purpo^jF hereby appropriated out of any moneys 
in the Trcamiry not oiheriiise rfppropfiated* 

gEd, — , Andl^ U /nrthcr tncktfd. That the said commL'^ione}^ are hereby auihoriied to employ a 
clerk to prepare and tran^riw the said fi?]«ft to^'be sade by thtm, and the Seeretarj* of Ihe Inte^ 
ritjf Is hereby authoriied to pajUo eaeh of said eommisloneri and the ^id clerks for their re?iieetive 
eervice?, lugh com^n^tlon as n%^&y deem ju«t and reaponable, and tht.?um neeefsary for that 
pBTp^e ii hereby appfopriatrt^ ^""^ j ' ' - 

■ Sec*^, ^adLgi//iiffft£r£Tisfttrfi That upon the title to the propyrty herein and hereby appropri- 
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nl4fil ftiF pijl jfc lievomiiiy vt'iiL^d in lit y VniH-d I'ihu^, i$s-.]irOvJdurt In Ih^ ]iiX'et'ding K'Hlon*, tlie 
Criiini!i?^uncfrO{ IhibJJe Biindlng^ Is iii^orirtKl to mxXvT atiH iakt? i^^^skni n/ ihif ]irniKifiy *e ii]»jir&^ 

gKf% -!«r| tmi it/ufthvr emiHtd, Thut ilig f-iiiii of ^^UO WtHnt! ilie i^m*s I? 'iKTtby/jii'jirujirluled, 
' eiit «f iiiiy iiiiiiu'ysj In tlic Tmi.piJn^ lint othcF^^'i^e Hlipmifriiiitr*!* fur illlhii: \ip nnd luvvlliig tlie ]»ublSq 
prfmnrl?* iiroimd tha Cn|iitn1 m liun'lii tnliifjrf^], niM remuvlng liiinflJngHjhert'frfim, ^ " ^ ' 

1 &0 nut jni^x^u to dC'tain thu Si?iiiite on ■tjiia eiilijeut, 1 wns Hoxioub^ to jMiis tlna' 
umimro as n suimrate hill^ but I fniiiul tliat iiiiprjctidable, the Senate inflng ongaged 
wilh jCither fjuuHt^one to whit-li a prufi^rtiiw was given. The tnluT^emeiit of the 
pnbho gruiiiiilg around the Capitol U vMBMHty to 1>« coiiimtnc^ii at oiitt. Thdr 
iuipruvemuht iiftenvardi iniib't be thy ^York of tiJiKs Until you deiinit^ly fix the 
boundaries, yon t^nnot go on with the improvenicni?, Thure i^ a great dt^l of ftlU 
ing up to take place oil the ^outhprn Bidt*, the oiiibankiniOit of wbft'h, ai/uording to 
the written uonnnunit^tion of the engineer who hag been i-niploved bythe Connnii- 
gionur of rnblie Bnildingi in ^nrveying the ground, will take from one to two yvArs 
to settle l^fure yuu tim prett^nd to gnide it, or fix a eij-c^tilar fenee artitiiid it, or pro- 
eeed with any iiiiproveinenta wliiiteven 1 theK^foro think It ver>' important that 
we i-iionld act at this session. Hey on d all question, nBthe Capitol U- now extended, 
(and we espeyt to get into the new wings next Dyeeniberi ) the grounds are entirely, 
inappropriate to it. The conniiittee^ of both llouees have inve^tiuated all the plwii 
before thenj^ and have approvetl of this jdan. The approval of the Cfimniittee on 
Piildic Buildings of the House of Repre^entAtives and of the Senate is indorsed on 
the plan as it is hung up in the h>bby« / , 

I, am aware tliere are differeni^g of opinion as to the extension of the grounds in a 
westerly dlretit ion. My ow^n judgnient Ib entirely against that. It is coiroborated 
by the vommittee of tlie House, It is cofroljomted by the aryhitert wdio gave you 
the design of the Cajn'tol. It is ecirrobomted by the^engineeri and indeed by all per' 
eons of taste and judgment in the matter* Tliere i g no projeHjon of the building in 
a westerly direction^ and there U no nee^sitj- for the enlai^emerit of the grounds in 
that direetionj and there wonld be difficulty in arranging and gmding the publSe 
grounds, il you extended them t\%^?'tward. If this nieasure be not adopted nowj the 
public grounds w ill rcniain in their present confuied, diso^anize<l ^tate for yeai^ 
after the new Ca]iitol will have been ot^^upied by both I loupes of Congress- 
Mr. Douula^. It is ^vith gfeiit rehictaiu^ that I antagonize with my friend from 
Delaware on this rjnestion. I award to himj as chainnan of the Connnittee on Pub- 
h'e Buildings, fnll eredit for the deejj hiterest, the industr%% the application, and the 
skill he has shown in the perfonnant^ cf the intri^te and delieate dutiei of that 
positioii. He donbtless thinks hu has done the l>e^t he eiin for the park about the 
Capitol; but I believe he hm fuiled to eeeure for the public groundsHhat breadth on 
the lower side of the slopti the w estern slope facing the city, that we ought to have. 
If we niiist have a eurtaihnent^ I prefer to make the cnrtaibnent on the east, up on 
the liillj and enlarge on that side facing the city'. I will go for the largest amount of 
ground for the park surrounding the public buildings. His plan does not make that 
breadth, north and souths fronting the city, which I think is essential for the pur» 
pose of making the public grounds wiiat they dught to be. Anxioui as I ani to secur© 
this large appropriation of land^ I feel Ijound to resist the proposition of the commit- 
tee as falling short of w hat we ought to have. In other wordsp I am iiot^villing ta 
take in a 1^ park than we shall have* by taking the ground between C etreet north 
and C Etfeet south, and going westward as far as Ser^ond or Third street west^ As to 
the enlBrgement ^stward, 1 should not make much controvem' whether you teke 
in the blocks proposed to be included by the Committee on Publid Buildings Or not. 
I am not willing to limit the extension west, north, and south by a less limit thnn I 
have Ftaled. 

Mr, Bayard. It is natuml that there should be a difference of opTnion in Yelation 
to the enlargament of the public grounds. The honoimble Senator from Illinoiijnay 
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ihlk Ciiintiil; anil I tliink, in sUirting, it ta^^t to sturt riglit, and to tiiko lots ifnough , 
ntunca. One liini'lrud tliijti^iiiid duUurs^ or two hundrwl tljfiU^und jlgJliirs, OPtliri^ 
hniidruii ihiJUgmid diilluri, \i of no ennHuquuni-G to the wuiilry in i'oiiipuripon with 
tbeiniiKirUuiyeof Imvingthegroimdsliiivi^ e about this Dipitol, and linving 

those gronnds iK^aiitified and adorned, . \ 

Mr, Pkatt cidlc^d for tlie y^m anil nays; and they wgrq ordarech = 
Mr, Dou*it.AB. 1 dy^ire to. offer an anion.dment to the aniundniont. I wiiili to have 
thL* gronhdi enhii^fed northward and eonthward to C atreet Foiith, and C Ftreet northj 
and Svesiward to Third street; and 1 am. wilUng to U^ve the.enYva linei to be fiKed 
by thu'ConnniF^ioner orPnblic Buildhig?, . ' 

Tbe THmwnsT pro Uunpore. Does tho Si^nator from Illinoi.'? iiropwe hig amundment , 
by direutioa of a coiiimittee? 

* Mr* DoveLAi, siri I propose to anit^nd tho aineiidrniMit of Ibe Senutor from 
Delaware ai to- the .bonndHriei/ lie propo^s to enlai^ij the grounds by a given 
boinidary. 3Iy pr^DpOfitioii is to amend hl^ l^nndury. . 

:^lr, HouHTOK. I do not know that rhave any partitnilai: objection to tlna amend- , 
mcnt; I do not t»fe how magnificent or extensive the duHl^m may he; but there i? 
one prineiple in the amendmeiit of the Senator froni Delaware to winch I object* 
By itj the Government aBsumea the whole i>ower and privilege of determining what 
the rights of the dti?.ens are. They have no optionj no eleetion in the matter* The 
anieiidment of the Senator from Delaware gives the elnnit conrt of this ilistriet 
power to appoint five eommiirionere for the p«ri>use of det^rnnning the value of thiF 
property* The judge can Kppoint them from any part of the District of Columbia he 
may Ihink proi^er— pei^ni aequaintefl or nnaeqnamtmi m ith the value of the proi>- 
erty involved in fhii bill of condemnation* - The aetion of the commisgioners is to be . 
flnah or rendered m by 4he^a£ of the Secretary of the Interior, and the citixeni are 
liable to be tnriied ont of house and hofne within forty dayn aftirr the judgment Se 
rendered* They have no voice in the selection of the arhitnitors who are to value 
their proijerty. ^ It li to be taken froni tlicm and confiHcattHl, or appropriated to 
Governnient nsei without tlipir conEent, It peems to me that in time of profoniid 
peace, when no great emergency e^ist^, this would 1^ an act ^if violence anilnsurpa* 
"tion toward! theniHvhieh the neeessities of the Government ilo nnt sanction. . If the 
citiEOui were allowed any election— if thuy were to be heitrd by any reprL^sentative 
or persons seleuted by them^lves* thera would be gome fair neei in it, Xo man knows 
go Nvell the valneof biFpi-opertytohimj^elfa^theowner. What may appear ver^indif- 
ferent to iierFons not hninediatelV connected witli it, to hini is ineitimable. He may 
have attechment^ to it. It niay be his home, or hii place of bnginess, of great con- 
sequence to him. He may have in his inind designs of iniprovement, ^ Here you 
prupose to deprive nien ol their propef ty, and to pay them what the valnntors may 
say it is wt>rth, withont their having any voice in the matter. . I have bufore me a 
memonal from one of the property-holders concerned, and I ask that it nmy be re-ad* 

The Secretary read as followe: , , ^ 

3b the hono fable the Sanate and ^om§ of Ticpri'^riilaiiVe? of the Vn'tltil fyiU&: , 
Til© memorial of Samuel C- Buseyi of the city of Wasldngton, showetht 
- Th.nt he resides on lot 23^ square OSS, in the city of WashingtonV owns, has built 
upon, and improved the same for his dsvellinf and place of business, asa pmctichig 
phWcian; his dwelling frpnti oa Flm street mn%, l^t^veen A and B streets south, 
Hia business lo^lity for several yearg last past has been fixed, is w^ell known, and 
designed to be peruianent, 

that a bill entitled "A bill to enlaiie the Capitol grounds surrounding the Capitol " 
is now pending in the Senatei the object of which is to deprive this meuioriabst (in 
common with the other owners of the property in said square) of his taid property, 
to break up hii business lowdlty, and to remote hin^oni his home against his w ill, 
and* as he wi^ctfully conceive, w ithout any proT^ron by law under w^hich he shall 
receive^just compensation therefor. ^ 
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[ '^ \ ' / , . ■ , ' :. / * ; ^©ff^ce of the :Superlnt^ridis'nt ;of 

, ' .Cliy bf Washington 

' .r ^ . v-2f "Oct. isiu . ^ 

To t}}Q Honorable B. Johnsoii :| . \ . ^ 

In answer to the eng^l^^ ^H^yue^ ^flyde of ma yasterday, I have the 
honor to stata that fee whole coSt the under mentioned puhllc 



b ui Idings from the comm*^nceraent to the burning by the enemy appears 

North wing of the Cppltol^ including the . // . — . r 
foundation walls of both wings j and the 
centre or main building, an.l of altering 
.and repairs $^57^380.36 

Uouth wing of C^ltbl ^ 329^7^^.92 

PraBldent's Houae _ 33^/33^.021- 

Publie offices 95,613*9^ 
(addltloh as coplijd) $ lj215^111,10| 

- ^ .. ■ 

At the^lnstanee of a eonunlt^ee of the Senate^ the remains of 

those buildings have been axianlned by architects md master buillders^ 
all of whom report it as their opinions that the walla of the President's 
House and both wings of the Capitol, with some Inconsiderable repairs^ 
will be aafe, and .sufficient to build on. The walls ©f the two offices, 
particularly of the upper stories j are deemed Insufficient to bear new 
roofs and will requira taking dowft and renewing as far .as ^hall be found 
necessary. Thm Miounts of the ettlmates for repairing and rebuilding 
the five oiTlceSj m^lng the offices fire proof, with some other improve- 
ments HUggested, are from $350,000 to upwards of*$600j000, The largest 
aBtlmate, however, ent races an expense of considerable a^iount for 
conipletlng tfie went part of the north wing for a library, which none of 
the lowiDr eatlmates Include. The -average amount estimated of putting 
riLL balldlngo In the state the enemy found theja appearsvby dividing the 
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*l=hir^O,Ono, nllawinfi for the mat*? rial a of the burnt .b\ii Id i rigs vhlch may 

bci ui>i?(2 In rcfbuildlng* - '" . 

' ' I Wave the Honour to with very 

' great respect. Sir, Humb. Sevt* 

. - . ■ ^ " = . • • ' ■ . = ^ ' ' ' - ■ " 

=^ ' * . , ^ - a^omn II Monroe - , . - ^ 
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To the president -of the Unit — / ; ^ J " ^ 

Sir: ) ' . ^ ' 

afie e^q^enditurej/on account of the ^entre building of the capltOl^ 
from Ocli^el^J.gt^^^^BiPf'^^to t '36th of September ^ lb20, as far as regular 
vouchers have been received^ amomit to one hundred and tventy-seven 
thousand three hundred and nlnety-slx dollars and fourteen cents • For the 
progress made in this building^ I beg leave to refer to" the^ report of the^ 
ar^itectj* a copy of vhich, marked is annexed , 

I have the honor to be^ most respectfully^ ^ur obedle^^^^^rvantfj 

^ ^ ^ ' Sm.* Lane; 

* " ComMssioner of public buildings 



\^ ^ . Washln^on^ Nov. 19j I82O 

Samuel Lane^ Es^* / 
Com^ssloner' of Public B\iildlngs - ^ / 

sir^^ ^ ' . , \ ' ^ 

. At the close of the season for active o^erattolis^ X present a 
statement of the proceedings for the past year^ Xnd of the progress made 
on the capitol of the United States, 

^e alterations and Improvemaftts suggested for the representatl'^^es* 
room and the senate chambg r, have been effected within the amount of the 
estimated expense* Considerable progress has also been made In regulating 
and improving the grounds I the pJLantiiig of trees and shmbbery will be * 
continued while the weather will permit * 

Work on the centre of the capitol has been urged on with as much 
force and despatch as the solid nature of Its construction would allow, llie 
extern&l walls of the west projection, and the greater part of the internal 
walls connected with them, have been raised to the he! ^t contes^lated in 
the estimate for the year, The roof is raised on the north fla^ of the 
centre> and that »f or the south fla^ Is prepared, but has been prevented from 
being j>ut on by the Inclemency of the weather in October, and by an unusual 
sickness mong the wortonqn. ^e wall of the east front is not raised as 
higb as was expected, for aj oplnlnn that It would be more advisable that 
the inner-walls of the great rotunda should be carried on at the same time, 
for the purpose of nake a'more equal bearing' and pressing more regularly 
on Ahf fo'uaidatlon. The walls of the rotunda have accordingly been, 
comehced,. and given an opportunity of viewing the style and manner in ^ 
which it will be finished, Althou^ a portion ot the labor has been 
differently bestowed from what was first contemplated, yet it is believed 
that It will appear that the change was Judicious, and that as mich 
process has been made In the v^rk as was pro^sed or es^ectedi that it has 
been done with ecoflpmyr a^ that the expense has been kept within the 
estimates . 

Respectfully submitted, by ^yoia- obedient secant, . , 

CmR^S BUU-INCH, 
=33" Architect, Capitol, United Spates 
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C0MPL5TI0N AND &OSTjQg' . 



From the. Records of the National Archives , Washington, J3, C. 
Record of the Qoamissioners^^ Vol, 7j Page 23 - - ^ties of the 
CoEmilss lonarss - © 



The North Wing was comnenced' in 1^2 and finished 
in 1800 , ^ 

■ ■ ' — " ^ . ^ Cost 

' ' . ''■ ^- . - ' i ■ . ' 

The South Wing was conmenced in-E8G3 \ and . finished 

V-.---in 1827* . ' . . 

^\ , / . Cost 

Ihe Central Building was conrniencei in 1818 and 
finis'had in^lj27. ' : . 

. Cost 



% 480/262*51 



. . 308^808.41 



' • # # • 



Jotal 



1,790, 718. 3; 
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D STATES :CAPJ'TO#f 



mmi MiH^^ (B.l^crft^ nof im^ fmt 
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The ..Capitol; Experience in Washinsto"^? D,C. 



'Les 



#3 



f 



Goali 



To have student a learn about etylea of architactureji 

particularly Greek (and Roman) style a that were used 

in the U.S. Capitpl «and elements of those architectural. 

Lea * . " . " - ' • ' , ' - " . ' ' . " 



Students will be ^ble to define what is meant 
by the Classical atyle of architecture and its - 
elements of styles , ^ 

Students will be able to describe and recogniae 
these apecific architectural tarmSs from glossarys 
on 'buildings 5 in slidaSg and book. 



Material S I .'Answers to Pr6--test and yesterday's questiona 
.Copy of The Capitol 

Tranaparencias - floor plan of U*S, Capitolj sample 
different architectural house/building styles^ 
gloaaary/drawing of U, Si Capitol 
>^ Slides of UsS. Capitol ' ^ ' 

Claaa work from yaaterday 

Homework — questions" on architecture of the UsS. 
Capitol 

Copy of The Capitol ' 



Teacher 

Ask student a if any qua at ions on 

claaa work - anawer ^ colleat work 

to check p \ ' ' 

\ As a short review of architectural 
growth of Capitols have a atudent 
,^^a— create it on the blackboard while 
\ the otjier students do the same in 
i their Notebook, Have them number the. 
^ sectidns 1-2-3 , etc* as they were 
built chronologically a 

.. ■" ■ . ( . 

Have the students check their drawing 
against yours for accuracy e 



Give a brief lecture on what Classical 
architecture* is and where it came from, 
and how it got to U.S. 



Student 



Students reply wi^h answers « 



Students drpw and label* 



Studenta check their drawing 
for accuracy, ' 

Students take notes * ^ 
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Teacher ... 

Go over homeowrk > questions taken 
from "Architecture of the U.S^ 
Capitol." V. 
As ypu.go over ^#2 from homeworks put 
illustrations that show and explain 
th^Federal style of architecture • . 

Show examples o^ buildings using 
pictures. Any architecture book 
will have needed pictures* 

Answer #3 next. .Have students tall 
out^words and aithar write on board 
oir on clear acetate or overhead 
projector. ' ^ 

Ask for volunteers to explain 1^ or 2 
of the words, if they know them. 



Student 



/Hand out architectural glossary list 

and go over all the words and the 
* drawings that correspond. - 



Students answer . 



Students take notetf'and draW' 
sketches to remember In note^ 
book. ^ 

Students take note, ^ ' * 



; Students checks their list 
against the one being made. 



Possible volunteer gives 
information. 

Students read over vocabulary 
list. 



NoWs take transparency of U*S. Capitol 
drawn before the H/S wings were added * 
and either show the class some of these 
vocabularies ^ or "elements of style" 
that are found on the U.S. Capitol * 
Explain "elements of style" to class 
as those architectural details which 
specifically ^^ted to a period in 
architecture. 

Studentqf are to practice looking for 
? these elements of style that are 
Classical on the slides you have taken 
of the Capitol. Using their vocabulary 
pti Glossary of Architectural terms 
sheet - they point them out as you show 
the slides ^ 
or 

if you don't have slides of Capitol, 
you can use the book. The Capitol , r 
and find most of these Claspicai 
^elements illustrated in the photo^ 
graphs and drawings . 

Homework = ask students to find exampljas 
6£ 10 Classical elements of style used 
on other buildings in Arlington, List 
element and telL which building located 
on by street address or tell name of 
building. , 



Students look at transparencS^ 
and see the elementg of style 
you are pointing out. 



^ Students listen. 



Students- point out elements. 



Students wriP 
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FIRST (ground) FLOOR, PLA: 



UNITED STATES CAPITOL 



^ 0 Mi if a jj . pp. 



^ IQifi 
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SECOND (PRINCIPAL FLOOR PLAN 



ieoli: ; it a fl (< fgif 



f 



UNITED STATES CABPL 



§0 



Lesson .#4 



Thg Capitol Experience in Washington ^ D.C. 



Goal; 




To have students get acquainted with Washington ^ D*Cj 
particularly the federal part of the city^ and its 
monumental architectura * * 



To visually see the davelopmant of the city of 
Wash ing ton along side the building of the 
Capitol* ' 

To obaerva haw 2 idisciplines ^ planning and legis— 
lationj built a city and a goverTunent both 
recpgniEed around the world in the embodiment 
of one buildii^ — The U . S , C^p i t o 1 * 



Materialise Film on Washington ^ 0*0* (See Bibliography) 

Line drawing of U.S* Capitol transparency 
Student handouts #1^ #2^ #3 
. Tom Lowderbaugh' s article^ "How Public Buildings 
* Stand on Ceremony" ^ 

Last night's homework 



Teacher 

Go over homework, 

* ' ^ '■- - . 

Am M little "quiz" ask each student 
to draw 5 elements df^fyTe"£hat they 
feel are most representative of 
Classical architecture , identify them 
with the correct name and turn in to 
you. 

Review - Using line drawing of U.S. 
.Capitol 5 go over with students 10 
Classical elements of style shown on 
transparency* _ 

Explain that we have gained some know^ 
ledge about the history of the Capitol ^ 
learned /memorized some Classical 
elements of style. Today you'll see 
the building in its setting ^ the 
Capitol City itself, , *Washingtone • .and 
ther^ole the building and the 
Government- play in the world today. 



Student 



Students answer with examples. 

Students draw and idsntifyV 
^Glassical elements and turn ; 
in to you* ^ ...r 



Stu4ents reply s 



Students = view film* 
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' Teacher ; ; . 

After films answer any questions 
the Btudenta may have regarding the 
film. This film is to help them' to " 
get the whole picture of the building 
and its city and how one is repre- 
sented by the other, \ 

Remind students about field trip. 
Give out student handouts #ls#2 5 
.#3, Asfc students to read over them . 
for clarity. Answer any questions. 

Homework ^ hand oUt articles "How 
Public Buildings Stand on Cer,emony-" 
Explain assignnients 



. \ Student 
Students discuss film* . 



Student reads handouts* 



List en s to assi gnmen t ; a c^nb wl e d ge s , ; 
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Lesson #4 student Handout #1^ iT^ormation Sheet 
■ (Day before^ Tield trip) ; 



The elements of I t-yle whiyf--we have gone over in class are easily 
recognized on "the outside of th&"U*S* Capitpi. Our first exercise as a 
class, will be to It and on the east side in3 as a g^rdup point 
out the specific elemenb,s of style we can clearly sees. Make sure you 
have your architectural glossary with you ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ . " 

However j some of thes^_^ame— elements of style have been used^bn the 
interior. Can yDu__-pffer suggestions why? What are they? Tour* task \^ill 
be jjD. --find Inhere these elements are used and vsuggest ideas . as to why 
these elements were used. Using the number of the vocabulary word on 
your list j you will tnarfe on ^ map one location for each element of style 
you find*^ Not all will - be £oun4 * v You may find .other elements we have 
not discussed. Have one membe^ of^ypur group either sketch or describe 
it and locate it on the map, 

.gvy_ Your hqihe work ^tonight in preparation for tomorrow is to -read this 
article, ■■How'PublicvBuildings Stand on Ceremony ^ by Tom Lowderbaugh, 
Restate his thesis .-- write it down on .notebook paper. Consider answers 
to the three. (3) questions he proposeB about public buildings , this time 
the U*S;s^Capitol5 specifically. Recall what you have read in The Capitol 
and what yfeu have seen in the film and slides, 

ft As you walk around the Capi^tol and a joining grounds tdmorrowj 
thi nk momentarily of^^fehrfe quistions agaiiii " 



1, Where is the U,S, Capitol loc€ted? 
2,. What is the U.S. Capitol made of? 
3, What does the. building ipake you think of? 
What does the U,S, Capitol say to you ? 

You will be in grpups of 2--3 r your choice. Some of you may want to 
bring your; camera. You all need a pencili clip boards paperj watch, map 
given today, architectural glossary, and schedule for tomorrow. Please 
dress appropriately for a business office. 



Field Trip 




Student Handdut #2 ■ 




Bldg. 
L, of 



Capitol^ 
Hill Club 



G Streets N,E. 



Conatitutlon 



East Capitol 



Capitol Field Trip ■ 
- Metro get off at Capitol South' 
Name /Identify buildings 1^8 below please « 
1. 

2. ^ ' . • . ■ ^ ^ ■ ' 

3. ' 

4- . ^'^ . = V . • ' ■ " ' - ■ 

5. " • " 

7. 

8. 

In which building is your Congressman's Offi^ce? 



Independence 



C Street, S,E, 



D Street, S.E. 



Metro stdp 
Capitol South 

Capitol Steps - center 

portion meeting place 
foot of steps* Look 
for Red umbrella. 
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Lesion #4 - Student Handout #3 



Tentative Schedula 

lOiOO A^.M. Arrive Capitol stepss center East Extaneion at 

the foot' ot steps ^ see map 

10 1 15-11 1 30 A,M, Architactura Task/Worksheet complete 

11,30 A*M,— Nobn Discussion .of worksheet and questions. Meet 

at f-oot of Eaa^t EKtension - see map 

Noon-llOO P,M, Xynch . ' 

liOS P,M, " : Meet at foot of East Capitol steps for guided 

tour of Capitol 

2*15 P#M. Meet at foot of East Extension ^ meet Congress=» 

Tman ^ - ■ 

2t30 P*M* . Brainstorm ideas res Lowderbaugh article; 

tell of homework assignment for tomorrow 



Field Trip Schedule 





Sjj.. 




Buildings 

Stand 
on 

Ceremony 

by TOM LOWDERBAUGH 



Every town has at least one — u bank, a library, a 
courthouse, a town hall, a train station^some public 
biiilding set off as , . . importdnt. You walk down the 
street, turn the corner, and there it is in front of 
you— a building that by its very structure says, vTm 
important and what happens inside me is important 
too!'' _ ' 

Like old houses, public buildings are often ignored, 
but they too merit our attention. These important 
buildings stand in public places as witnesses to our 
values and institutions, our collective dreams and 
aspirations- — indeed to all the things that really matter 
in our society. In other words, these are buildings 
that stand on ceremony^ And although we may take 
our public buildings forWanted and not pay attention 
to their ceremogjal stataments,^the buildings are 
ready to speakjo us nonetheless. 

How can you help your students hear— and under- 
stand—what our publiCvbuildings are saying? The 
best way is through signiHcant detail presented in 
manageable units. The following questions, which 
draw attention to specific features of a building, can 
help direct your students' explorations, 

1. Whsra is the building 
located? , 

Often an important public building is placed in a con- 
venient Jocation, clos^to the heart of the town, 
where the property values were (and maybe still are) 
the highest. It may even sit at the center of the grid 
pattern that defines so many American cities and 
towns. 

And there are other ways location can point out 
that the building is special. For eKample, the building 
may sit atop a hill or a rise, or it may be surrounded 
by a lawn or a park, which sets it off from the rest of 
the town and its daily concerns. As we walk towards 



the building, we realize from its very apartness that 
we.are going somewhere speciuL This is an utmo- 
sphere quite unlike that of ordinary commercial build- 
ings pushed up against one another, or of houses 
crowded together on a block. 

2. What Is the building made 
of? . • 

Not built for a season or even for a generation, these 
buildings are meant to lasf. As a result, they are 
usually made from materials like stone or steel that 
eraure a very long time,. rather than from shorter- 
lived materials like wood. These permanent materials 
are generally more expensive than the materials used 
V for everyday buildings like houses. An air of endur- 
ance arid cost helps to set public buildings apart, 

3. What do#s the building make 
us think of? # 

Wheri designing a building, an architect may ally him- 
self with a particular tradition, recalling other build- 
ings, young or old. The architect chooses conscious- 
ly, making the connections between the buildings and 
their functions. The connection is direct, and it deter- 
mines how the building looks and what it says about 
what it is and what it contains. We can see this con- 
nection only if we look closely at the building so as to 
discover some of its key elements, 

^ For example, som^ buildings make us think of 
anciePU Greeve and Rome. Recalling civiliEations 
often thought of as reasonable and just, this 
architectural style is very popular for government 

* buildings, perhaps because .we trace our own demo- ^ 
cratic form of governm#ht back to the Greek and Ro- 

. man peoples. 
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An architect who wants to make us think of Greece 
and Rome uses elemerits devised centuries ago in 
those two cities. Especially important in this style of 
building is the volumn as a structural element; Greco- 
Roman columns are usually designed according to 
one of the classical orders or styles^ Ionic. Doric, or 
Corinthian. At one or both ends of such a building, 
the columns may support a triangular-shaped struc- 
ture called a pediment, which may or may not br dec- 
orated with carvings. Sometimes the building may be 
topped with a c/f5me. which itself may be either plain 
or decorated, . _ ; . ; . 

^ Other buildings, on the other hand, make us think 
of the Middle Ages. These buildings recall a time 
popularly associated with chivalry, romance, and the 
grand gesture, a time of faith and mystery and adven- 
ture. 

An architect who wants to make us think of the 
Middle Ages alludes to either one of two kinds of 
building symbolic of thartime: cathedrals or castles. 
This architect's building may have battlements, an 

element ori0innlly meant to pAtcet a warrior dofcnd- 

ing a castle. The windows and doorways may have 
either round or pointed (gothic) arches. If a building 
is influenced by the cathedral style of architecture, it 
may be supported by a set of Jlylng hittr ^ v, 
structural elements that support a wall ' i^^j^ymg its 
weight to a pier. ^ 

^ Still other buildings try to impress us with their ex- 
uberance, borrowing el^i^ents from more tlum one 
tradition and blending these elements into something 
special. In America, such buildings were common in 
the second half of the nineteenth century, when an 
architect might combine design "elements from difTer- 
ent architectural styles to emphasiEa a building's 
massiveness (and thereby its importance) or Just to 
show off various architectural possibilities. 



ForeKaSple, such buildings might use columns— 
not so much for support asXor decoration— placed in 
groups or sets. Instead of the relatively flat faqade of 
a building recalling Greece and Rome, this kind of 
building might have its fagade decorated with statues 
or garlands^ In addition, it might have a mansard . 
roof, as you see illustrated. The main effect of a man- 
sard roof (often punctuated by dornriers) is to empha- 
size a building's massiveness. Or the stonework on 
the building's first floor might be rusticated so as to 
give a rough and massive effect. Buildings such as 
these' then, combine massiveness and exuberance to 
^prodijce an impre^itSri of power and vitality; " 

^ Finally, some modern buildings, instead of looking 
backwards to older traditions, place themselves firm- 
ly in the present, These buildings present themselves 
as up-to-date and direct without the distracting, non- 
functional decorations of earlier times. Such buildings 
use simple materials like stone, concrete, or glass: 
One reason for using walls of glass is to dissolve the 
traditional barrier between I'he inside and the outside, 
.These modern buildings tend to be sleek and direct, 
relying on straight lines and right angles (instead of 
decoration) to make ^ gmnd impression. 

Once your students have studied a public building, 
having looked closeUkgo as to be able to answer the 
above questions, th^ ^ill begin to understand some 
of theiWays that buildings stand on ceremony. They 
will begin to see how ceremonial buildings declare 
what functions fiVT important to a town and to its peo- 
ple— and how these buildings relate their own town to 
the rest of the world. And the next time they walk 
past the courthousevthe library, or the town hall, 
they won't dream of walking by without looking, 



L.owderbaugh,Tom, "How Public Buildings Stand on 
Ceremony," Art To Zoo iNaws for Schools from the 
Smithsonian Institution, Dec 1981 ,pp* 2-3 . 



Th e Cap 1 1 q 1 Exp er len c e in __Wa_s]h In L jtoiij^ D . C * 



Lesson #5 



Goal I 



To have students gain an architect iifaL aware 
an on--site field trip* 



sness through 



oh exterior and 



Ob.leetivas i 1. Identify the Clasalcal elamen^s of styl 

Interior of U^S* Capitol in p^Mn* 
2. Identify other elements of scylirt pr 
mentioned that are found at C^3pltol. 
. 3* Add to student*s knowledge of thiCapiti 
Off icial Guided Tour. 
- . - 4. Studants personally meet Ccngyaiiro __^ 

- . 5,. AIIqw some free time for persC|irial raf lae^tion of U.S 

' Capitol and grounds. 



iviously 
1 by taking an 



Materials' Floor plan of Capitol^ handout 

Extra architeGtural Glossary sheets 



Teacher 



Student 



Students and teacher meet at- ' 
p re-determined time and place 
as noted on map * 

Standing in East parking lot and ^ 
facing Capitol , teacher orients 
students to the House (left) and 
Senate (right) sides of the Capitol, 

Teacher asks students to look at CapitQl 
and identify specific elements of style* 
Students answer whether on House or 
Senate side and what level/floor of 
building located. Examplei Where 
do you see pediments used on outside 
of building? 

Continue asking questions until you 
have covere.d all or as many of the 
elements as you wish* If there were 
any that were frequently missed on the 
slide review — go over thdse early and 
then repeat. 

Hands out inside floor plan of Capitol 
open to the public , reminding that the ^ 
rooms are designated as either H (House) 
or S (Senate) side* State the task as 



Studfe^nts arrive on time* 



Look over map. 
theci^^ elves * ' 



^ orient 



Stud^^Tits answer - pediments 
are ^^^ver all windows on H/S 
alde^^ j also on the entrance to 
the IC/S wings. 



Stude-^Tits look at maps to orient 
thems alves and acknowledge 
direc - tlons. 
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Student 



written on y^ssterday's handout sheet 
(p. )\ S^^udenta mark answers on 
floor plan ^ th pen or pencil. Show 
map with es^^aaple, if neceasary* 



Eva^ona che^ 
is jno ^ 

here at 



your watch,,, the time 
, We will all meet 

diva 1 hour J 15 ndn* 



(tisne) 



Heats studfen^ 
paasad at pt« 



:s whan 1 hour, 15 mln. havf 
aviotisly stated location* 



Asks for v^^l^^anteer group to go over 
thair list o^£ flnda for elements of 
style. Otbe-Trs to^cheek their own 
answers * Tfh-^^n ask for answers to 
second part — ^f task - what elemeiita they 

fomd/wher^ that we did not discuss - 

Ask for conc-^rrence from^ other group. 
Why were the ^e same Classical elOTints 
sed on int#r ior? Other observations? 

Looking at o ^tside of buildlngj can you 
und erst and V=^y the words syromatry and 
balance ar# —used to describe Classical 
architectut:e ? What is the evidenca 
here? 

Collect all papers. 

Pisinisaas gr^^oup for lunch* 

Meats stud0tt^t-s 1:05 P,M. for tour 

Meets stud#r&ts at 2 rl5 P.M. with 
Corigressmat^ ^ \ 



Discuss qufis 
night's hQpiB 
possible W& 

Tall hpttiewot 
Answer the c 
mation sheat 
it easier tc 
that I've ti 
There will t 
answered tot 



^tions raised in last 

work. Brains trom ideas' for . 

i'wers. ' ^ 

rk assignment for tonight, 
questions on Student Infor— 
-5 and the following! Why is 
3 answer these questions now 
aan to the U.S. Capitol? 
»e a total of 5 questions 
r tomorrow r 



Checks watches; notes ra=- S 
turn time - goes off , 



\terives on time with answarSi 



Students volunteer and answer. 



Students answer contintiance 
of style - repMt influence of 
Classical times* 



Students answer - Ek, , wind owe . 
in line vertically ^ House Wing 
identical to Senate Wing on 
eKterior . 



Students hand in papers. 



Students take tour, 

Studanta return to pre= 
determined location ^to meet 
Congressman ^ ' ' 



Students reply. 



Students listen and write 
instructions for homework. 
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Tha Capitol Es^ie^Aence in WashXmstofl^i 



To have studants sumnarlze thair a^Tchitectural 
historical knowledge of the U*S, Capitol 



0 Qbjjecti^e : Review field trip of pravious day mxid all pa^^ts of unit. 



M^atarlals i Capitol EKpariance - architecturaL " taak/worlt^tieit 

students have 
Map of Capitol Hill - students ha.v^ 
Magie xaarkers/unlined notebook pap^^r 



Teacher 



itudent 



teacher writas U*S. Capitol on 
b^olackboard, / 



1 =^ What arohitectural features 

iimnediately come to your mind? 
i*e*5 these ^hich specifically, 
say U*S, Capitol to you* 

2 ^* Givas paper and magic markers 

to thosa volunteerg^ j^o will 
draw the architactural faaturaSj 
i . e * 5 portico , dome ^ colmms • 
Taachar places these on board . 

3 i * Discussion * Answer 3. questions 

on top of Field Trip worksheet, 

a* Is the^ Capitol artistic? 

b. Does the Capitol reflect and 
-.- fit its purpose? 

c. Doas it have a clearly da- 
' ^ - velopad style? 



^tiates reply. 



ifai^eKmples on paper* 



SCladaiits reply. 



4. T^hy do you think classical Greek/ 
Roman architecture was chosen for 
U*S. Capitol? 

5* * Do classical Greece and Rome re- 
mind you of anything in addition 
to architecture? Wha^, ^What 
takes place in Capitol Which 
part of government meats hare? 
I^at is their function? _ 



Stiadiiits reply. 



Studanti reply. Greeks/ 
M^^m ^ Democracy , 
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Teacher 



Sttident 



From your readings * what- did 
Thomas Jaf f arson/Gaprge Washington 
have to say about the original 
Capitol deeign? What effect 
would/did their opinions have on 
design why? 

Circles word U,S. Capitol on 
board* Students are now asked 
to write what this building 
means to them, all aspects of 
the worda. ^^hat does it say to 
you? Write about your feelings 
in a paragraph or two. 



Students reply* 



Students write and turn 
in to teacher. 



Suggestions as to how this unit could be adapted to be used with 
the following courses I 



1^ Ancient or World History Class --to show the connection and 
influence of Classicla Greece and Rome on later time periods 
in history 5 especially 1790-1820 in Europe^and United States. 

2. ^erican History/Goverritnent. ..Class to show how founders of 
this nation drew on Classical rome and Greece ^ not only for 
political ideas 5 but also for architectural styles which they 
felt befit the nation's Capitol* i 

e - . . 

3. Latin Class to illustrate" and reflect upon the long lasting 
contributions of the Romans in the areas of architecture and 
governinent. ' 

4. Photography Class ^ how to photograph buildings ^ parts of 
buildings 5 ^photograph specific style of architecture^ to do a 
picture story ot the Capitol and what transpires there daily, 
Photdgraph peoples ' reactions to the Capitol when they first 
see it e 



The Ctfpitpl Ixperiance in Washlngtbn, D.C. ' 

Ackerman^ James S*, "Listening To Architectural" Ha^ar d_ Edu O^c j^otialJ eVl^w 
Vol. 305 No. 4, 1969, pp* 4^9, ,~ "~ 

"Architects of the Capitol/' Office of the Architect of the Capital, Art ^ 
Kiferen^e Divlsibng 1974. 

TheCaplfcolg a pictorial history of the Capitol of th e GobggegSf Stli . 
editlom — availabla upon request from your CongrassmM ^ FfiSS* 

Field Gu^de to 01d=House Styles^ published by The Old Hpuae Joa^^lj 199 
Berkei^y Place; Brooklyn, n/y/ 11217, ^ I 

^ ■ . ^ ■ ■ ■ ' . i . 

Lowdarbatxshs Tom. ^'How Public Buildings Stand on Ceremony" | ^^^.^Mj 
Kews for schools from Smithsonian Institutions December 1981s ^p. 2=3, 

Patas, J.C, Sir Banister Fletcher *s A Histoiry o f Archltectg^a, 6cribnerS; 
Hew York J 19755 18 th edition. - - 

Pattoiii niomas W. , "Studied A Building Lately? The Social StU j^tftgi 
MjW&h. 1981 5 pp. 26-29'. " 

yiB^ the People ; the story of the U.S. Capitol , published by 1J*S^ Capital 
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GLOSSARY 0^ ARCHITECTURAL TERMS ■. 

' AshlaT - Hewri&br squared stone, also masonry of such stone; a thin^ 
"^dressed rectangle of stone for facing walls, also called ashlar 
" =- veneer * . ' 

Baluster An upright, often vase-shaped, support for a rail* 
Balustrade = A series of balusters with a rail. 



Capital - The top decorated meniber of a column or pilaster ^crowning 
the shaft and supporting the entablature* ^ 

Classical.^ Pertaining to the architecture of ancient Greece and Rome. 

Column A supporting pillar made up of a shaft, base and capital* 

Corinthian Order - The most ornate of the classical Greek orders of 
architecture 5 charac teriged by a slender fluted column with a 
- bell-shaped capital decorated with stylized acanthus leaves ; 
variations of this order were extensively used by the Romans* 

Cornice- in classical architecture, the upper, projecting section of 
an entablature; also projecting ornamental molding along the top 
of a building or wall* , 

Dentil - Teethlike pro j ec t ions under a cornice* 

Dome - Roof formed by a^serles of rounded' arches or vaults ^ hemi- 
spherical shaped* j 

Doric Order - The oldest and simplest of the classical Greek orders, 
characterized by heavy fluted columns with no base, plain saucer- 
shaped capltols and a bold simple cornice* ^ ■ 

Double Hung Sash Window - A window with two sash, one above the other,- 
arranged to slide vertically pasteachother*" 

Egg-^and--Dart ^ A decorative molding comprised of alternating egg-shaped 
and dart=shaped motifs* * . 

Entablature - In classical archltec tur e , ' the part of a structure be^tween 
the column capital and the roof or pediment; comprised of the 
architrave, frieze and cornice* 

Fluted - Having regularly spaced vertical, parallel grooves or flutes, 
as on the shaft of a column, pilaster or other surface* 

Frieze - That part of an entablature sometitDes enriched with sculp ture . 

Gables - The triangular . wall segments at the end of a double-pitch or 
gable roof, ■ 

Gallery - A roofed promenadi^ colorifiade or corridor^ an outdoor balcony | 
in the South; a porch o^r veranda _ , * , 
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Greek Kay - Continuous ^doBign. - • - 

Gullloche - Continuous ornamental design of flowers, stars , leaves . , 

ete.i usually carved Into the building, 
Ionic Order -^^An order of classic*]. Greek architecture, characterized 

by a capital^ with two opposed volutes . 

Keystone Arch -Central or topmost stone, which keeps the others In • 

place, ^ ^ 

Lantern - A, structure built on the-to^ of /a roof with open or windowed , 

walls* 7*> ^ 

Lintal ^ A horlEontal mamber^panning an opening to carry a supar^ * 
• structure* , 

Modillion - An ornamental bracket or console used in series under the 
' cornice of , the Corinthian and other orders. . 

:Order"- Any of several specif id styles of classical J*^"""^ J,:^ 

" architecture characterized by the type of ooluinn used Ce-.g., Doric, 
loniCj. Corinthian, Composite, Tuscan). 

^Tobacco Column = American design, use of tobacco leaves on capital by. 
Benjamin Latrob'e, ^ 
Corn Column - American design, use of corn cob on capital. ^ ■ 

Pediment - A wide low-pitched gable ^surmounting the facade of a building 
in a classical style- also, any similar triangular crowning element 
used over dpors * , windows and niches. * " ^ 

Pilaster - A shallow pier attached to a wall! often decorat*^ to re- 

aemble a classical column, . 

■ ' . ^ . ■■ ■- * 

Portico - A jhajor porch, usually with a pedlmented roof supported by 

classical columns • _ „ 

Rotunda - RUnd building, hall or room, especially one with a dome. 

Rustication - Masonry cut in- massive blocks separated from each other by 
deepJolntSp T 

Vault - An arched ceiling of masonry, = . 
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